Spontaneous renal allograft rupture: a disappearing phenomenon in the cyclosporine era?
Spontaneous renal allograft rupture occurred in six patients in a series of 384 consecutive renal transplants performed between July 1983 and December 1990. All cases occurred in patients treated with Azathioprine and Prednisolone, and none occurred in patients immunosuppressed with Cyclosporine. Acute allograft rejection was the underlying cause of rupture. All patients underwent urgent operation and repair of the ruptured transplant. Four patients had good renal function 74-84 months after repair, while two returned to dialysis 3 and 65 months after repair because of irreversible rejection.